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FYI...

Robyn G. Judelsohn
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To: robyn@ progressforamerica.org

Subject: Judicial Nominations Update: Coalition Speaks Out Opposing
Priscilla Owen
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Dear Robyn,

The Senate Judiciary Committee has delayed a vote on the nomination of
Priscilla Owen until after the August recess. This doesn't mean that we
can forget about this important nomination! It is essential that you

learn more about the issues so you are ready for the vote, which may
happen in early September.

On July 23, the Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing on Owen's
nomination. In a letter to Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Chair of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, a total of 14 progressive organizations,
including Planned Parenthood, National
<http://www_benchmarkcampaign.org> Council of Jewish Women, People for
the American Way, and the NAACP stated: "Our exhaustive and careful
review of Priscilla Owen's record on the Texas Supreme Court has left us
with little alternative but to oppose her confirmation because of her
activist and extreme views on important civil rights, worker's rights,
consumer's rights, and women'’s rights issues." Source: Civilrights.org
<http://www _civilrights.org/library/detail.cfm?id=9821> .

Planned Parenthood is working with a larger coalition of organizations
concerned with Justice Owen's nomination. We have previously sent you
information on Justice Owen's record on reproductive rights. Here are
some of the other issues that have been raised:

*

Labor: "As a Justice on the Texas Supreme Court, Owen consistently votes

to dismiss suits brought by workers for job-related injuries,

discrimination and unfair employment practices." Source: Alliance For

Justice

<http//www.independentjudiciary .org/nominees/nominee_cfm?NomineelD=21>
. Additionally, the AFL-CIO states that "Owen's decisions and dissents
overwhelmingly favor business and insurance interests to the detriment

of working men and women." Source: AFL-CIO

<http://www aflcio.org/bushwatch> .

*

Discrimination and Workers' Rights: "In several recent cases, Owen has
dissented from rulings by the Texas Supreme Court affecting the rights

of workers, including the right to be free from discrimination." Source:

Alliance For Justice

<http://www.independentjudiciary .org/nominees/nominee.cfm?NomineelD=21>
. Additionally, the National Women's <http://www.nwlc.org> Law Center
states that "Justice Owen's record on sex discrimination and other legal

issues of importance to women displays a staunch conservatism that is

well outside the mainstream."

*

Access to Justice: Several groups have expressed concerns about her
propensity to overturn jury decisions. In a joint letter signed by the
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights and 13 other organizations



including Planned Parenthood it is stated that "In many of her opinions,
Owen seeks to override jury verdicts or diminish the role of juries,
especially when juries attempt to protect the rights of working
families." Source: Civilrights.org

<http://www _civilrights org/library/detail.cfm?id=9605> .

*

Environment: "Environmental groups are seriously concerned with Justice
Owen's record of favoring special interests over public health and
ordinary citizens. Justice Owen is only the fourth of President Bush's
many judicial nominees to raise such concerns among the environmental
community." Source: Earth Justice

<http://www _earthjustice.org/policy/judicial/owen._htmi> .

*

Rights of Consumers: "Her dissenting views would have seriously impaired
the rights of ordinary citizens to have access to the courts and to

obtain redress for a variety of injuries..." Source: People for the

American Way
<http://www_pfaw.com/issues/judiciary/owen/report/consumer.html> .

Make your voice heard in opposition to this nomination! We will be

contacting you later this month with more information, and then will ask

you to take action when the vote is near. Right now, you can take action

by visiting our Action

<http//www _plannedparenthood.org/action/takeaction asp?step=2&item=1764
> Center, where you can send a letter to your Senator expressing your
opposition to Priscilla Owen's nomination.

For more information about this and other judicial nominations, visit
WwWw.saveroe.com.

Encourage others to promote and protect reproductive health rights by
forwarding this message, asking your friends and family members to join
the Planned Parenthood Action Network by visiting the

<http://www _plannedparenthood.org/action/join.asp?ms=htmlemail _join>
Planned Parenthood Action Center web site.

You received this message because robyn@progressforamerica.org is a
member of the Planned Parenthood Action Network. You can change your
personal information (such as email or street address) by visiting our
<http://www_plannedparenthood.org/action/profile .asp> Online Profile
Editor.

To unsubscribe from this mailing list, send an email to
actionnetwork@rc.plannedparenthood.org from robyn@progressforamerica.org
with the word "remove" in the subject line. If you have questions or

comments about this alert, please send an email to

actioncenter@ppfa.org.
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FYl -

Robyn G. Judelsohn

From: Planned Parenthood Action Network [mailto:actionnetwork@rc.plannedparenthood.org]
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2002 3:14 PM

To: robyn@progressforamerica.org

Subject: Judicial Nominations Update: Coalition Speaks Out Opposing Priscilla Owen

Dear Robyn,

The Senate Judiciary Committee has delayed a vote on the nomination of Priscilla Owen until after
the August recess. This doesn't mean that we can forget about this important nomination! It is
essential that you learn more about the issues so you are ready for the vote, which may happen in
early September.

On July 23, the Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing on Owen's nomination. In a letter to
Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, a total of 1 4 progressive
organizations, including Planned Parenthood, Nationa | Council of Jewish Women, People for the
American Way, and the NAACP stated: "Our exhaustive and careful review of Priscilla Owen's record
on the Texas Supreme Court has left u s with little alternative but to oppose her confirmation
becaus e of her activist and extreme views on important civil rights, worker's rights, consumer's
rights, and women's rights issues." Source: Civilrights.org.

Planned Parenthood is working with a larger coalition of organizations concerned with Justice
Owen's nomination. We have previously sent you information on Justice Owen's record on
reproductive rights. Here are some of the other issues tha t have been raised:

+ Labor: "As a Justice on the Texas Supreme Court, Owen consistently votes to dismiss suits
brought by workers for job-related injuries, discrimination and unfair employment practices."
Source: Alliance For Justice. Additionally, the AFL-CIO states that "Owen's decisions and
dissents overwhelmingly favor business and insurance interests to th e detriment of working
men and women." Source: AFL-CIO.

+ Discrimination and Workers' Rights: "In several recent cases, Owen has dissented from
rulings by th e Texas Supreme Court affecting the rights of workers, including the right to be
free from discrimination." Source : Alliance For Justice. Additionally, the < A
href="http://www.nwlc.org" target=_blank>National Women's Law Center states that
"Justice Owen's record on sex discrimination and other legal issues of importance to wome n
displays a staunch conservatism that is well outside the mainstream."

+ Access to Justice: Several groups have expressed concerns about her propensity to
overturn jury decisions. In a joint letter signed by the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights
and 13 other organizations including Planned Parenthood it is stated that "In many of her
opinions, Owen seeks to override jury verdicts or diminish the role of juries, especially when
juries attempt to protect the rights of working families." Source: Civilrights.org.




. Environment: "Environmental groups are seriously concerned with Justice Owen's
record of favoring special interests over public health and ordinary citizens. Justice Owen is
only the fourth of President Bush's many judicial nominees to raise such concerns among the
environmental community." Source: Earth Justice.

Rights of Consumers: "Her dissenting views would have seriously impaired the rights of
ordinary citizens to have access to the courts and to obtain redress for a variety of
injuries..." Source: People for the American Way.

Make your voice heard in opposition to this nomination! We will be contacting you later this
month with more information , and then will ask you to take action when the vote is near.
Right now, you can take action by visiting our Action Center, where you can send a letter to
your Senator expressing your opposition to Priscilla Owen's nomination.

For more information about this and other judicial nominations, visit www.saveroe.com.

Encourage others to promote and protect reproductive healt h rights by forwarding this
message, asking your friends and family members to join the Planned Parenthood Action
Network by visiting the Planned Parenthood Action Center web site.

You received this message because robyn@progressforamerica.org is a member of the
Planned Parenthood Action Network. You can change your personal information (such as
email or street address) by visiting our OnlineProfile Editor—




