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Anne:

Hope this helps out. Let us know if there's anything else we can do.
Also, if the White House has some talking points or other info on this
matter, please send them my way. | just want to make sure Mr. Hyde is
prepared in case we get press calls on this. Thanks!!
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Congressman Henry J. Hyde
U.S. House of Representatives
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(202) 226-7414 Washington D.C.

(703) 626-1424 after-hours
jennifer_palmer@mail.house.gov



Senate Democrats Must Stop Playing Politics With Judicial Nominations
Hyde: 'Vacancy Crisis Exists in the Federal Judiciary'

(WASHINGTON) May 2, 2002 * Rep. Henry Hyde, R-lIl., today issued the
following statement about the dozens of judicial nominations being held
captive in the Senate:

There is presently a vacancy crisis in the federal judiciary with almost 90
judicial seats vacant. This is a scandalous situation due solely to the
Democrat-dominated Senate's refusal to confirm President Bush's judicial
nominations.

There are few functions of government more important than the
administration

of justice. Judges help ensure that the innocent remain free and that the
guilty are punished. It is irresponsible to play politics concerning such
important matters. To allow this many judicial seats to remain empty
denies

swift justice for the American people.

[Background information: To date, President Bush has sent the Senate a
record 100 judicial nominations * more than at the same point in any modern
administration. However, the Senate has only confirmed 52 of those
nominees. Of gravest concern: only 9 of the President's 30 nominees to the
Appellate Courts have been confirmed, leaving a 20 percent vacancy rate in
what are often the courts of last resort for those whose appeals are turned
down by the Supreme Court ]
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Hyde: 'Vacancy Crisis Exist s in the Federal Judiciary'

(WASHINGTON) May 2, 2002 — Rep. Henry Hyde, R-11l., today issued the following
statement about the dozens of judicial nominations being held captive in the Senate:

There is presently a vacancy crisis in the fede ral judiciary with almost 90 judicial seats vacant.
This is a scandalous situation due solely to the Democrat-dominated Senate's refusal to confirm
Pres ident Bush's judicial nominations.

There are few functions of government more impo rtant than the administration of justice.
Judges help ensure that the inn ocent remain free and that the guilty are punished. It is



irresponsible t o play politics concerning such important matters. To allow this many jud icial
seats to remain empty denies swift justice for the American people.

[Backgro und information: To date, President Bus h has sent the Senate a record 100 judicial
nominations — more than at the same point in a ny modern administration. However, the Senate
has only confirmed 52 of th ose nominees. Of gravest concern: only 9 of the President's 30
nominees t o the Appellate Courts have been confirmed, leaving a 20 percent vacancy rate i n
what are often the courts of last resort for those whose appeals are turned d own by the Supreme
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(WASHINGTON) May 2, 2002 — Rep. Henry Hyde, R-IIl., today issued the following
statement about the dozens of judicial nominations being held captive in the Senate:

There is presently a vacancy crisis in the federal judiciary with almost 90 judicial seats vacant.
This is a scandalous situation due solely to the Democrat-dominated Senate’s refusal to confirm
President Bush’s judicial nominations.

There are few functions of government more important than the administration of justice. Judges
help ensure that the innocent remain free and that the guilty are punished. It is irresponsible to
play politics concerning such important matters. To allow this many judicial seats to remain
empty denies swift justice for the American people.

[Background information: To date, President Bush has sent the Senate a record 100 judicial
nominations — more than at the same point in any modern administration. However, the Senate
has only confirmed 52 of those nominees. Of gravest concern: only 9 of the President’s 30
nominees to the Appellate Courts have been confirmed, leaving a 20 percent vacancy rate in
what are often the courts of last resort for those whose appeals are turned down by the Supreme
Court.]
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