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Biographical History: A graduate of Northwestern University and Simmons College, Reverend
Mark V. Scott worked with religious and non-profit community groups in the Boston area prior
to joining the White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives (OFBCI). In the
mid-1990s, Scott collaborated with other clergy, community groups, and local government on
efforts to reduce gang violence and conduct outreach to Boston’s at-risk youth. (The Boston
Strategy to Prevent Youth Violence is published online at www.bostonstrategy.com.)
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In February 2001, Scott joined OFBCI an Associate Director for Outreach. As an early staffer of
the Office, Scott’s duties centered on collaboration and partnership with other community and
religious organizations.

Scott served in the White House through August 2001, after which he joined the Corporation for
National and Community Service (CNCS), an independent federal agency focused on promoting
community involvement and volunteerism. Beginning in September 2003, Scott spent a year at

the National Crime Prevention Council in their Faith and Services Technical Education Network.

Scott continued his work with non-profit community groups from 2004 until 2012 as Director of
Community Partnerships with Big Brothers Big Sisters of America in Boston, MA.

Since 2005, Scott has served as pastor of the Azusa Christian Church in Dorchester,
Massachusetts. Azusa Christian Church partners with the Ella J. Baker House, a support
organization for prisoners re-entering society. Scott previously served as Executive Director of
Baker House.

Scope and Content Note: Scott’s papers depict two distinct aspects of his work within the
White House: administrative requirements and outreach activities. Because Scott was such an
early staffer of OFBCI, he worked closely with colleagues in setting up the office operations and
establishing outreach policies.

The largest portion of Scott’s Administrative Files document administrative activities of the
White House offices, including correspondence, meetings, and travel. A smaller portion of the
Administrative Files illustrates his close working relationship with Don Eberly, Deputy Director
of OFBCI. (It is unclear whether the two shared these files, or if Scott merely maintained and
then retired the files on Eberly’s behalf.)

Scott’s Subject Files reveal more of his day-to-day duties as an Associate Director for Outreach.
The bulk of the Subject Files contain published material from outreach organizations; some
material was obtained by Scott in preparation for meetings, but additional material was likely
sent to OFBCI unsolicited.

Outside of items directly related to his position in outreach, Scott also maintained files relating to
the drafting of H.R. 7 (The Community Solutions Act of 2001) and the issue of charitable choice.
Introduced in March 2001, H.R. 7 sought to expand Americans’ choices in charitable giving and
to provide incentives for giving, through tax deductions for both the donor and the receiving
organization. The bill became a focal point for OFBCI, as an example of President Bush’s
compassionate conservatism message and the potential benefits for community and faith-based
organizations upon its passing.

System of Arrangement: This series is arranged into two subseries. Both are arranged
alphabetically.

Series 1, Administrative Files
Series 2, Subject Files
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