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'THE WHITE HOUSE

v WASHINGTON
May7,2002 -

The Honorable Jimmy Carter
The Carter Center
. One Copenhill
Atlanta, Georgia 30307

D'earJi.mmy:' ; , R ~ -

Thank you for the thoughtful letter regardmg foreign aid and your kind
words about my new Compact for Development.

I share many. of ‘your concerns and initiated the Millennium Challenge
Account with the goal of improving how U.S. aid supports economic

- growth and reduces poverty. My Administration is proceeding “full
speed ahead” to design the account, and I have asked Secretaries '
Powell and O’Neill to reach out to the world community to solicit ideas
~ on the criteria and mechanisms we should consrder as we move
»forward

I applaud the work you and your colleagues at the Carter Center do to
try to improve the lives.of people in the world’s poorest countries and
hope you, will not hesitate to contact us to contribute to this important
process. :
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON.
May 7, 2002 -

ACTION | | E s
THE ?RES%@ENE HAS SEEN
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT . 5-1- 02
- FROM: | CONDOLEEZZA RICE QFe
SUEJECT: Response to Former President Carter Regardlng
’ Foreign Aid »
Purpose

To .respond to former President Carter’s letter on foreign aid,
particularly your proposals on a new Compact for Development.

Background

Former President Jimmy Carter wrote to express his gratitude for
your new Compact for Development. In his-letter, he agrees with
the goals you outlined, and offers some thoughts based on the
experiences of the Carter Center, which has assistance programs
throughout the world. Former President Carter’s fundamental
belief is that aid is most effective when ‘it is delivered
dlrectly to the people.

Your response thanks former Pres1dent Carter for h1s kind words -
and explains that we are undertaking intensive efforts to des1gn .
the Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) with the overall goal of
making our assistance programs more effectlve In addition,

your letter notes that Secretaries Powell and O’Neill.are

- reaching out to the world community on the MCA and expresses B
your hope that President Carter will not hesitate to contribute
to the process.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached letter.

Attachments
Tab A - Response to Former President Carter .
Tab'B Incoming Correspondence

‘cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
Vice President'’s
Chief of Staff
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: NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

May 3, 2002
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR CONDOLEEZZA RICE

THROUGH : GARY EDSO%&&&L
. -~ JOHN CLOU

FROM : CLAY LOWER@l/

SUBJECT : Presidential Letter to Respond to Former
L President Carter on Foreign-Aid

Foimer’President Jimmy Carter wrote President Bush to express
his gratitude for the President’s new Compact for Development.
In his letter, President Carter agrees with the goals outlined
bnyresident Bush, and offers some thoughts based on the
experiences of the Carter Center, which has assistance programs
throughout the world. President Carter’s fundamental belief is’
that aid is most effective when it is dellvered dlrectly to the
people

The President’s response (Tab A) thanks President Carter for his
kind words, and explains that we are undertaklng intensive
'efforts to design the Millennium Challenge Account (MCA) with
the overall goal of making our assistance programs more
effective. President Bush’s letter also notes that Secretary
Powell and Secretary O’Neill are reaching out to the world
community on the MCA, and expresses hope that President Carter
wiyl not hesitate to contribute to the process.

The NscC recelved the incoming correspondence on Aprll 4, 2002,
Coqcurrence by: AbramQwaorken

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached Memorandum for the President.

Attachments

Tab' I Memorandum for the President
Tab A Response Letter to Former Pre51dent Carter
Tab B Incoming Letter
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JIMMY CARTER

1

22 March 2002

iﬁo President George W. Bush

, I was pleased and grateful for your announcement that U.S. development
aid will be substantially increased. I also agree with you that it is
important for those countries receiving aid to be held accountable for its
;ﬁonest and legitimate use.

The Carter Center has programs.in about 65 nations, primarily in health
and agriculture among those that are poorest and most in need of benevolent
assistance. Our observation has been that some of them need substantial
technical help in the proper administration of worthwhile projects. This
would be true, for instance, in the Central African Republic, where'Rosalynn
and T joined Bill Gates, Sr. and his wife in a visit to the country’s only
AIDS clinic earlier this month. They had neither medicines for treatment nor
any coherent plan for preventing the further spread of HIV infection. Their
‘only “treatment” was the issuing of a morsel of food to the 267 patients who
lined up that day. Mostly women, many with babies, they receive this service
é§ long as they are ambulatory. When bedridden during their last days of
life, they go to the hospital in Bangui, where these terminally ill people
occupy 90% of the beds. Their surviving children are added to the rapidly
"growing array of orphans.

‘ It is clear that the degree of waste or corruption is least when the
éSsistance goes directly to the people in need. Grandiose projects like power
dams, superhighways, and convention centers offer much more opportunity for
diversion of funds than do projects relating to small farmer agriculture;
health, and education. My hope is that even before Fiscal Year 2004,
development assistance might be increased for these kinds of humane projects.

LA

Vi There is also substantial bureaucratic waste in some cases with
Y¢onsultants” hired to administer development assistance from USAID or other
sources. In general, in-~house career experts are more efficient and dedicated
to the success of our efforts to provide assistan¢e.

This issue has suffered far too long from bipartisan neglect, and your
attention to these issues has been both bold and generous. My colleagues and
I:at The Carter Center are grateful for this initiative.

Sincerely,

Presorvation Copy - Miscaliencous Handwriting
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. JI\«iMY CARTER )

Président.George W.vBushv

I- mas oleaeed and’ grateful for vou* annOJﬁcement tﬁat'U 5. development
ald will be substantle*_y increased. I z2lso ag*ee with-you that. it is . .
1mnortant for those: countr;es *ece¢v1ng ald to” be held accountable for its -
Hones+ and legltlmate use- ' ' po

The Carter Center has orogfams in‘ about 65 nationms, prlmarlly in- health

Cand- cQIlCUltLIe anmong these' that are poorest and;'most  in need of benevolent
aSDlStaﬂce Ouvr’ obqe*vatlon has been that sSome.of them need sUbstantial
‘eﬁhnlcﬂl help inithe- p*oper adnlnlstrctwon of:wortnwhile projects. This.
NOUld be true,_-or 1nstance,\*n the Central Afrlcan Republic, where Rosalynn

*no I joined Bill Gatés, Sr. .and his wife-in a visit  to. the country’s only

ID5.clinic earlier this morth: “Trey had neltb r med1c1nes for treatment nor. :
anv coherert pian for preventing *hef-trther soread of HIV: 1rfectton Their
orl/ ‘treat “ment” wzs the 1ssu1ng of 'a morsel cf focod to the 267 patients who'
llred up that day. tostly women; .many with babies, théy receive. *hls service .
as long as they are ambulatory. Waen bed:idden“durlng their last days of

F’lifevttheylgo to the hospital: in 3angui, where- these terminally 111 peopl te,

~occupy 90% of the beds. Thelr surv1v1no crlldren are added to the raplle'
0’0w1ng array of orphans

i 5

' I‘ is clear tnat the degree of waste or..corruption is least when the

‘aﬁs-ctance goes directly to the people in need. Grandiose progects like .power

dams, superh1ghwa3s,vcnd conventloﬂ centers. ¢ffer: much-more oppéortunity for |
diversion of funds: than do prOJects Telatlng to. snail farmer agriculture,
healtl,ﬂano ecucation.. My hope is rhat evyen. before Fiscal Year 2004, .
a= ve]opnent aSSJStance mloht be 1ncrea<ed for’ trese klPdS of humane projects.
! - Trere.is &alsc: subst antldl bureducrdtlc wasteé in some cases wlth
ocnéultants aired. to admlnlster cevelooment assistance from USAID or. other
sourceq In gereral “in-house oareer experts.sre more effi CWent and dedlcated
to the enc:ess of our: efforts to p*ov*de asq1qtance.

Thle “issue has suffered far too. long from blpartlsar neglect and your
thP to these issues.has beer both bold and generous My coWleaguesAand
The earter Center are grateful for: thlS 1n1t1at1ve

N - fééﬁ

. Sincerely, -
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. From the OFFICE OF JIMMY CARTER

Date  3/22/02

’v(['\lu"mber of pages includihgb.cover_ sheet 2 ‘ |

From: JIMMY CARTER

CONTACT: -

: TQ:P_r_eiS_ident Q?org_e WBush g ; Faye Perdue |

. I

" Attn:  Ashley Estes

- Phone’ 404/331-0281
. FaxPhone . 404/331-0283

: '-'-Phb',rj;e:

© FaxPhone  202/4456-2883

}

~ [J  Reply ASAP

B Revorks: _

I Urgéht o ‘D_" For your review O _P.Ieése comment
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION

N ) ;

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: CONDOLEEZZA RICE .
SUBJECT: ‘ Response to Former President Carter Regarding
‘ Foreign Aid :

Purpose ‘

To;respond to former President Carter’s letter on foreign aid,
paxticularly your proposals on a new Compact K for Development.

Badkground

Former President Jimmy Carter wrote to express his gratitude for
your new Compact for Development. In his letter, he agrees with
the goals you outlined, and offers some thoughts based on the
experiences of the Carter Centex, which has assistance programs
throughout the world.}3Former President Carter’s fundamental .
belﬁef’is that aid is most effective when it is delivered
directly to the people. '

Your response thanks former President Carter for his kind wordS/f//
and explains that we are undertzking intensive efforts to design

the Millennium Challenge Account. (MCA) with the overall goal of

making our assistance programs more effective. In addition, your(ﬂﬁw.
notesSthat Secretary-Rewell and—feeretary--OiNetT gre reaching

out to the world community on the MCA and ZEE¥ 75 vhope that

President Carter will not hesitate to contribute to the procesfﬁ)

185 Powwee ool O Wi |

RECOMMENDATION

~

Thaﬁ you sign the attached letter.

‘cc: Vice President
~ Chief of Staff |
Vice President’s
Chief of Staff
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The Honorable Jimmy Carter
The Carter Center

" One Copenbhill
Atlanta Georg1a\30307

Dear Jimmy: ,\%
Thank you for the thoughtful letter regarding fore1gn aid )eﬁ your kind
words about my new Compact for Development

%’ do o
:tQP e work ofyou and your colleagues at the Carter Center, :

improve the lives of people in the world’s ‘poorest countr1es is
msp-rr&t-rena-ljlt is this objective that led me to initiate the Millennium
Challenge Account, which I believe w1ll help the United States i improve
the effectiveness of our aid in supportmg economic growth and

reducing poverty. -
' rocual/tn.\ WS "M spueesl W

My Admrnrstratron 1s to design the
" account, and 1 have asked Secretary Powell and Seeretary- O Neill to

~ reach out to the world community to solicit ideas on whatdkind-of —ch

cr1ter1a and mechanisms we should be<ansidering as we move ahsad. w
L 14
, Consvder -RV d.

Agam,-l.appreua:&yous-lénd-wm?d}hope that you will not
: J

hesitate to contact us to contribute Ye'this process R
s lW"M 5

Sin'c'e_rely, :

mm of
§Luw Yovr CoWnS a«nd

/’“ﬁt‘(i(/ #t Mcl(cmwn Cha,umr

hecouat M#ﬂ ~//~. }m( o/

. jlll.t/l,\wuty .
| hzo . 'U&t‘_tds 5 &0
W Tt Supn riz cconomic mwfa

W /*cduca,amrh W

‘George W. Bush




The Honorable Jimmy Carter
The Carter Center

One Copenbhill

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

Dear Jimmy'

~ Thank you for the thoughtful letter regardlng forelgn a1d and your k1nd
words about my new Compact for Development :

I share many of your concerns and ‘initiated the Millennium Chédlenge- :

Account with the goal of i 1mprov1ng, how U S aid supports economlc
growth and reduces poverty 1

My Adm1n1strat10n is proceeding to design the account, and I have
asked Secretaries Powell and O°Neill to reach out to the world
community to solicit ideas on the criteria and mechanisms we should
consider as we move forward.

I applaud the work you and your colleagues at the Carter Center do to
try to improve the lives of people in the world’s poorest countries and
hope you will not hesitate to contact us to contribute to this important
process.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

L2
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