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Letters to the editorplease see 2 letters below (numbers 5-6) as follow up
to the editorial that ran last week in AR Dem Gazette. these are great
hit

in the SUNDAY paper yesterday.
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Letters to the editor
Animal Cruelty Act is needed
How would you feel if someone poured kerosene on your dogs and
set
them on fire? Threw your cat out the window of a moving car while yelling
obscenities? Stabbed your horse to death?



What punishment should someone receive for hanging his
ex-girlfriend's dog on her mailbox in a fit of rage? Maliciously starving
his dog to death in his backyard, ignoring the dog's cries for food? These
highly publicized cases of animal cruelty all occurred in Arkansas in the
last few years.

Those of us working to get the Arkansas Animal Cruelty Act on the
November ballot think that people who torture animals should be classified
as felons and that judges should have the opportunity to give such
perpetrators more than one year in jail. Wouldn't you want to know if
someone who tortured animals applied to work at your child's school? A
background check would catch a felony conviction, but not a misdemeanor
conviction.

Hunting, fishing and agriculture are specifically exempted from
the act. The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission actually wrote the language
that exempts hunting and fishing.

People who torture animals often move on to hurting people. If
you
think that people who torch, starve, stab and hang animals deserve a felony
conviction and more than a year in jail, please sign a petition to help
Arkansas become the 35th state with tough animal cruelty laws.

EMILY PENNEL

Little Rock

Help get law enacted
Please help us help the animals in Arkansas. They are helpless
against cruel people who like to torture them. This law we are hoping to

put
in place only affects the most extreme acts of violence. Please understand
and please help. SHEA BRYANT

Little Rock

New funds for Medicaid

First, we have to get Officer Terry Hastings off of TV and onto
the parking lot. | know this can't happen because he makes way too much
money. If we can pay a meter maid to give tickets for $10, | think we could
pay a handicap maid to give tickets worth $100 to $500.

My wife is handicapped and can't walk. \WWe have to use a
wheelchair
when we go shopping. Every time we go shopping, some car pulls in front of
us in the handicapped space. There will be three or four young people jump
out and dance and jive into the store. They may have a handicap card, but
it
belongs to their dead grandma or sick aunt. The person the card is issued
to
is supposed to be in the car. | know the handicap maid will have to call in
to see whose name is on the card, but the amount of money the [city] could
make is worth it.

| know that in Sherwood at Wal-Mart and two or three grocery
stores, they could give at least 25 to 30 a day. That's about $3,000 per
day. Put one person in North Little Rock and three people in Little Rock;
that's $15,000 per day. Just think of statewide. This money [could go] to
Medicaid because most handicapped people are on Medicaid.

B.J. ELLIS

Sherwood

State has much talent



[It] was great to read about the Wal-Mart FLW Tour on Feb. 17.
What an honor [for] an Arkansas film group, Dempsey in Little Rock, to be
producing this show. [I] was disappointed that you did not mention that
this
show is on every Saturday at 2 p.m. on PAX-TV. Arkansas has so much talent.
Let's keep spreading the word.

ROSA LEE A. BELL

Marvell

Stop partisan posturing

In 1998, Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont was outspoken in his
criticism of the Senate leadership for not confirming more of President
Bill
Clinton's judicial nominees. Now, however, Leahy, who is chairman of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, has no problem delaying the confirmation of
almost 100 of President Bush's judicial nominees.

Leahy's partisan tactics have left the country with more
vacancies
than in 1998 when he referred to the situation as a "judicial vacancy
crisis."

[ find it very troubling that at a time of unparalleled national
unity, partisan politics is derailing these judicial confirmations. Our
state is directly affected by Leahy's lack of leadership. Lavenski Smith
has
been nominated by Bush to serve on the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals,
which includes Arkansas. The American Bar Association has rated him as
qualified to serve on the court. The only thing that is stopping these
nominees from being confirmed is Leahy's desire to play political games
with
our court system.

It's time for Tom Daschle and other Senate leaders to tell Leahy
to stop the partisan posturing and confirm these nominees. Our judicial
system is already overburdened and prolonged vacancies will only make the
problem worse.

BRYAN L. WILLIAMS

Little Rock

Justice is being denied

Kudos to the Democrat-Gazette for its editorial, "Justice held
hostage." As the editorialist noted, Judge Lavenski Smith is certainly well
qualified and should have already been confirmed by the U.S. Senate. Yet
Smith can't even get a simple hearing.

My hope is that he will not be treated in the fashion that Judge
Charles Pickering of Mississippi has been. For those not familiar with that
situation, Pickering has been the subject of preposterous distortions of
his
record and attacks on his character. Those in the media who have looked at
his nomination largely agree that those attacks are not about him, but
about
the larger political battle between Democrats and Republicans.

The Democrat-Gazette astutely points out what is lost in this
battle: the fact that our federal judicial system is in a state of crisis
because of this inexcusable vacancy situation. | would hope that the
reality
that numerous businesses and citizens are experiencing delay in the
resolution of their cases and are potentially being denied justice would be



enough to get the Senate leadership to heed President Bush's request and
"act not as Republicans or Democrats, but as Americans."

ROGER W. DORSEY

Little Rock

Conclusions conflict

The Feb. 18 editorials seem to come to differing conclusions. One
purports, "It's still an American's right to gripe,” while the subsequent
editorial takes an individual American to task to for doing just that.

Was it the subject matter that made the difference? Do the
terrorists win if a movie director criticizes the president? Please advise.

STEPHEN KOCH

Little Rock

Commentary hailed

Congratulations on your point-counterpoint immigration
[commentaries] on Feb. 17 and 18. | have been only peripherally informed
and
interested, but Christopher Battle's colorful tirade, as it was designed to
do, certainly baited me, fraught as it was with personal attacks and what
seemed to be exaggerated positions.

The following day, it was fascinating to read the unintended (?)
"response” by an apparent expert in the field, Yeh Ling-Ling, laying out
the
facts and need for a responsible approach. Color is great--sells
papers?--but | preferred the knowledgeable, more reasoned appeal to what is
emerging as a crucial and controversial issue. Good job.

TOM ALLEN

Hot Springs Village

This article was published on Sunday, March 10, 2002

Letters to the editor: Letters of preferably no more than 250
words are accepted from Arkansas residents through our online form. Not all
letters can be published in the newsprint space available. No anonymous
letters or pseudonyms can be used.

Editorials, opinions and cartoons: The Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette strives to keep opinions out of its news coverage and
welcomes a variety of opinions in the Voices section. Only unsigned
editorials express the opinions of the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. The
editorial writing staff includes Paul Greenberg, Kane Webb, Christopher
Battle and George Arnold. Columnists and cartoonists express only their own
opinions.
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Letters
to the
editor

Animal
Cruelty
Actis

needed

How would
you feel if
someone
poured
kerosene on
your dogs and
set them on
fire? Threw
your cat out
the window of
a moving car
while yelling
obscenities?
Stabbed your
horse to
death?

What
punishment
should
someone
receive for
hangin g his
ex-girlfriend's
dog on her
mailbox in a
fit of rage?
Maliciously
starving his
dog to death in
his backyard,
ignoring the
dog's cries for



food? These
highly
publicized
cases of
animal cruelty
all occurred in
Arkansas in
the last few
years.

Those of us
working to get
the Arkansas
Animal
Cruelty Act on
the November
ballot think
that people
who torture
animals
should be
classified as
felons and that
judges should
have the
opportunity to
give such
perpetrators
more than one
year in jail.
Wouldn't you
want to know
if someone
who tortured
animals applie
d to work at
your child's
school? A
background
check would
catch a felony
conviction,
but not a
misdemeanor
conviction.

Hunting,
fishing and



agriculture are
specifically
exempted
from the act.
The Arkansas
Game and
Fish
Commission
actually wrote
the language
that exempt s
hunting and
fishing.
People who
torture
animals often
move on to
hurting
people. If you
think that
people who
torch, starve,
stab and hang
animals
deserve a
felony
conviction and
more than a
year in jail,
please sign a
petition to
help Arkansas
become the
35th state with
tough animal
cruelty laws.
EMILY
PENNEL
Little Rock

Help get
law

enacted
Please help
us help the



animals in
Arkansas.
They are
helpless
against cruel
people who
like to torture
them . This
law we are
hoping to put
in place only
affects the
most extreme
acts of
violence.
Please
understand
and please
help.

SHEA
BRYANT

Little Rock

New
funds for
Medicaid

First, we
have to get
Officer Terry
Hastings off of
TV and onto
the parking
lot. T know
this can't
happen
because he
makes way too
much money.
If we can pay
a meter maid
to give tickets
for $10, I
think we could
pay a
handicap maid



to give tickets
worth $100 to
$500.

My wife is
handicapped
and can't walk.
We have to
use a
wheelchair
when we go
shopping.
Every time we
go shopping,
some car pulls
in front of us
in the
handicapped
space. There
will be three
or four young
people jump
out and dance
and jive into
the store. They
may have a
handicap card,
but it belongs
to their dead
grandm a or
sick aunt. The
person the
card is issued
to is supposed
to be in the
car. [ know the
handicap maid
will have to
call in to see
whose name is
o n the card,
but the amount
of money the
[city] could
make 1s worth
it.

I know that



in Sherwood
at Wal-Mart
and two or
three grocery
stores, they
could give at
least 25 to 30
a day. That's
about $3,000
per day. Put
one person in
North Little
Rock and
three people in
Little Rock;
that's $15,000
per day. Just
think of
statewide.
This money
[could go] to
Medicaid
because most
handicapped
people are on
Medicaid.
B.J. ELLIS
Sherwood

State has
much

talent

[1t] was
great to read
about the Wal-
Mart FLW
Tour on Feb.
17. What an
honor [for] an
Arkansas film
group,
Dempsey in
Little Rock, to
be producing
this show . [I]



was
disappointed
that you did
not mention
that this show
is on every
Saturday at 2
p-m. on PAX-
TV. Arkansas
has so much
talent. Let's
keep
spreading the
word.

ROSA
LEE A.
BELL

Marvell

Stop
partisan

posturing
In 1998,
Sen. Patrick
Leahy of
Vermont was
outspoken in
his criticism of
the Senat e
leadership for
not confirming
more of
President Bill
Clinton's
judicial
nominees.
Now,
however,
Leahy, who is
chairman of
the Senate
Judiciary
Committee,
has no
problem



delaying the
confirmation
of almost 100
of President
Bush's judicial
nominees.

Leahy's
partisan tactics
have left the
country with
more
vacancies than
in 1998 when
he referred to
the situation
as a "judicial
vacancy
crisis.”

;I find it
very troubling
that at a time
of
unparalleled
national unity,
partisan
politics is
derailing these
judicial
confirmations.
Our state is
directly
affected by
Leahy's lack
of leadership.
Lavenski
Smith has
been
nominated by
Bush to serve
on the 8th
U.S. Circuit
Court of
Appeals, whic
h includes
Arkansas. The
American Bar



Association
has rated him
as qualifie d to
serve on the
court. The
only thing that
1s stopping
these
nominees fro
m being
confirmed is
Leahy's desire
to play
political
games with
our court
system.

It's time for
Tom Daschle
and other
Senate leaders
to tell Leahy
to stop the
partisan
posturing and
confirm these
nominees. Our
judicial
system is
already
overburdened
and prolonged
vacancies will
only make the
problem
worse.

BRYAN L.
WILLIAMS

Little Rock

Justice
is being
denied

Kudos to
the Democrat-



Gazette for its
editorial,
"Justice held
hostage." As
the editorialist
noted, Judge
Lavenski
Smith is
certainly well
qualified and
should have
already been
confirmed by
the U.S.
Senate. Yet
Smith can't
even get a
simple
hearing.

My hope is
that he will
not be treated i
n the fashion
that Judge
Charles
Pickering of
Mississippi
has been. For
those not
familiar with
that situation,
Pickering has
been the
subject of
preposterous
distortions of
his record and
attacks on his
character.
Thos e in the
media who
have looked at
his nomination
largely agree
that those
attacks are not



about him, but
about the
larger political
battle between
Democrats
and
Republicans.
The
Democrat-
Gazelte
astutely points
out what is
lost in this
battle: the fact
that our federa
1 judicial
system is in a
state of crisis
because of this
inexcusable
vacancy
situation. I
would hope
that the reality
that numerous
businesses and
citizens are
experiencing
delay in the
resolution of
their cases and
are potentially
being denied
justice would
be enough to
get the Senate
leadership to
heed President
Bush's request
and "act not as
Republicans o
r Democrats,
but as
Americans."
ROGER
W.DORSEY



Little Rock

Conclusic

conflict
The Feb. 18
editorials
seem to come
to differing
conclusions.
One purports,
"It's still an
American's
rightt o
gripe," while
the subsequent
editorial takes
an individual
American to
task to for
doing just that.
Was it the
subject matter
that made the
difference? Do
the terrorists
win if a movie
director
criticizes the
president?
Please advise.
STEPHEN
KOCH
Little Rock

Comment
hailed

Congratulation
on your point-
counterpoint
immigration
[commentaries
on Feb. 17 and
18. I have
been only



peripherally
informed and
interested, but
Christopher
Battle's
colorful tirade,
as it was
designed to
do, certainly
baited me,
fraught as it
was with
personal
attacks and
what seemed
to be
exaggerated
positions.

The
following day,
it was
fascinating to
read the
unintended (?)
"response" by
an apparent
expert in the
field, Yeh
Ling-Ling,
laying out the
facts and need
fora
responsible
approach.
Color is great--
sells papers?--
but I preferred
the
knowledgeable
more reasoned
appeal to what
18 emerging as
a crucial and
controversial
issue. Good

job.



TOM
ALLEN
Hot
Springs

Village

This article
was
published
on Sunday,
March 10,
2002
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