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What's at Stake:

George W. Bush clearly holds the power to imprint his conservative agenda
on

the U.S. judicial system. To date, the Bush administration has sent 66
nominations to the Senate Judiciary Committee. The Senate has already
confirmed 28 of them (22 trial level, and six appellate level). The

Judiciary

Committee has held 11 hearings on judicial nominees since July, while
during

the Clinton years the Republican-dominated committee held barely half a
dozen

hearings per year. These lower-court positions play a vital role in the
judicial process because a vast majority of cases never make it to the
Supreme Court. Cases that are decided by the Supreme Court face another
threat. We find ourselves in the longest interval between Supreme Court
vacancies in 178 years. When a position opens, Bush will surely attempt to
fill it with someone from his stable of right-wing judicial ideologues.
Considering that two out of three Supreme Court decisions in the last term
were decided by 5-4 votes, all of our fundamental rights ?7?? reproductive
rights, civil rights, lesbian rights, disability rights and so many other

gains feminists have fought for in the past 35 years ??7? could be at risk



with

the addition of just one new ultra-conservative Supreme Court justice.
There

is a ray of hope: With Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy chairing the judiciary
committee, we have the political opportunity to stop at least some of the
most egregious nominations from going forward.

Who Are Some of the Nominees?

<A HREF="http://www_now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/sutton.html">Jeffrey
Sutton</A> <A HREF="

http://www_.now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/roberts_ html">John G.
Roberts</A>

<A HREF="http://www_now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/kuhl.html|">Carolyn
Kuhl</A> <A HREF="

http://www_.now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/smith.html">D. Brooks Smith</A>
<A HREF="http://www_now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/cassell.html">Paul
Cassell</A> <A HREF="

http://www_.now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/owens_html">Priscilla Owen</A>
<A HREF="http://www_now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/estrada.html">Miguel
Estrada</A> <A HREF="

http://www_.now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/cook.html">Deborah L. Cook</A>
<A HREF="http://www_now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/lavenskismith.html
">l avenski Smith</A> <A HREF="

http://www_.now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/mcconnell_html">Michael
McConnell</A>

<A HREF="http://www _now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/boyle html">Terrence
Boyle</A> <A HREF="

http://www_now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/pickering html">Charles
Pickering, Sr.</A>

<A HREF="http://www_now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/shedd.html">Dennis
Shedd</A> <A HREF="

http://www_.now .org/issues/legislat/nominees/tymkovich_.html">Timothy
Tymkovich</A>

Here's What You Can Do to Stop These Unjust Justices:

1.) <A HREF="https://www_now org/member._html">Become a NOW member</A>.
Make a difference for women's rights by <A HREF="
https://www now _org/member.html">joining NOW</A> 7?77

just one new Supreme Court Justice could endanger the future of Roe v.
Wade.

If all of Bush's current nominees are confirmed, anti-woman judges will
control 11 of the 13 circuits. 2.) <A HREF="

http://www _.capwiz.com/now/issues/alert/?alertid=94974&type=CO">Write to
Congress</A>. Write or call your

Senators and ask them NOT to confirm these nominees. <A HREF="
http://www _.capwiz.com/now/issues/alert/?alertid=94974&type=C0O">Send a
strong message</A> to

your Senators that you're watching their votes on judicial appointments,

and

that you'll remember in November if your Senator confirms a justice who
votes

to overturn Roe v. Wade.
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