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Subject: Feminists against Pickering

Subj: Oppose Pickering??7s nomination to the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals
Date: 1/30/2002 6:44:03 PM Eastern Standard Time

From: email@feminist.org (Jane at Feminist Majority Foundation)
Reply-to: fem-alert@ls.feminist.org (Feminist Alert Newsletter)

To: fem-alert@ls.feminist.org (Feminist Alert Newsletter)

Oppose Judge Charles C. Pickering???s nomination to the 5th Circuit Court
of
Appeals

On February 7, 2002, the Senate Judiciary Committee will hold its second
hearing on the nomination of Judge Charles Pickering, a Bush nominee to
the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. Judge Pickering is a staunch opponent
of legal abortion and civil rights. He should not be confirmed.

TAKE ACTION: http://www feminist.org/action/pickering.asp

Pickering is against women??7?s rights. He served as a State Senator from
1972-1980; during that time he voted in favor of a convention to propose a
constitutional amendment to ban abortion, and he voted against state
funding for family planning groups. In 1976, Judge Pickering chaired the
subcommittee of the National Republican Party that approved a plank
calling for an amendment to the U.S. Constitution to make abortion



illegal. Pickering also opposed the Equal Rights Amendment.

Judge Pickering???s history on civil rights issues is alarming. In 1959,
he

wrote a law review article arguing that a Mississippi statute

criminalizing interracial marriage should be amended so that it would be
more enforceable. Soon after the publication of that article, the statute
was amended in the manner Pickering suggested. As a State Senator,
Pickering regularly voted against any change in the state election process
that would increase the ability of African Americans to be elected
officials. He also voted in favor of funding for the notorious

Mississippi Sovereignty Committee, a secretive agency that investigated
civil rights workers in the 1960?7?s and 19707??s. As a district court
judge, he has criticized remedies provided by the Voting Rights Act to
redress discrimination against African American voters.

If confirmed, Judge Pickering will serve on the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals--already one of the most conservative courts of appeals in the
country. The Fifth Circuit hears appeals from Texas, Louisiana, and
Mississippi; many elected officials in these states are strongly
anti-abortion and anti-civil rights. If Judge Pickering is confirmed,
women???s rights and the rights of Latinos and African Americans will
suffer.

By opposing this nomination, we will send a message to the President that
he must nominate candidates who support women???s rights and civil rights.

TAKE ACTION: http://www feminist.org/action/pickering.asp
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To: fem-alert@ls.feminist.org (Feminist Alert Newsletter)

Oppose Judge Charles C. Pickerings nomination to the 5th Circuit Court of
Appeals

On February 7, 2002, the Senate Judiciary Committee will hold its second
hearing on the nomination of Judge Charles Pickering, a Bush nominee to
the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. Judge Pickering is a staunch opponent
of legal abortion and civil rights. He should not be confirmed.

TAKE ACTION: http://www .feminist.org/action/pickering.asp

Pickering is against womens rights. He served as a State Senator from
1972-1980; during that time he voted in favor of a convention to propose a
constitutional amendment to ban abortion, and he voted against state

funding for family planning groups. In 1976, Judge Pickering chaired the< BR>
subcommittee of the National Republican Party that approved a plank

calling for an amendment to the U.S. Constitution to make abortion

illegal. Pickering also opposed the Equal Rights Amendment.

Judge Pickerings history on civil rights issues is alarming. In 1959, he< BR> wrote a
law review article arguing that a Mississippi statute

criminalizing interracial marriage should be amended so that it would be
more enforceable. Soon after the publication of that article, the statute
was amended in the manner Pickering suggested. As a State Senator,
Pickering regularly voted against any change in the state election process
that would increase the ability of African Americans to be elected

officials. He also voted in favor of funding for the notorious

Mississippi Sovereignty Committee, a secretive agency that investigated
civil rights workers in the 1960s and 1970s. As a district court

judge, he has criticized remedies provided by the Voting Rights Act to
redress discrimination against African American voters.

If confirmed, Judge Pickering will serve on the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals--already one of the most conservative courts of appeals in the
country. The Fifth Circuit hears appeals from Texas, Louisiana, and
Mississippi; many elected officials in these states are strongly
anti-abortion and anti-civil rights. If Judge Pickering is confirmed,
womens rights and the rights of Latinos and African Americans will
suffer.

By opposing this nomination, we will send a message to the President that
he must nominate candidates who support womens rights and civil rights.
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