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The Department of Justice has been of great assistance to us in putting



this

bill together. In particular,

| would like to thank Attorney General John Ashcroft and his Deputy Larry
Thompson for their wise

counsel, their leadership, and their quick response to our many questions
and

concerns. Michael

Chertoff, the Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division was a
frequent participant in our

meetings, as was Assistant Attorneys General Dan Bryant and Viet Dinh.
Justice

Department lawyers

Jennifer Newstead, John Yoo, John Elwood, Pat O'Brien, and Carl Thorsen
were

also important and

valuable participants in this process.

The White House Counsel and Congressional Liaison staff provided
essential
contributions at all stages of this process. Judge Al Gonzales, the White
House
Counsel, provided key guidance with the help of his gifted staff, including
Deputy White House Counsel Tim Flanagan and Associate Counsels Courtney
Elwood,
Brett Kavanaugh, and Brad Berenson.

The White House Congressional Liaison office, together with the Vice
President's office, worked nonstop to keep this process moving forward and
were
critically responsive to any requests the Senate had. Nick Calio, Ziad
Ojakli,
and Heather Wingate with the White House, and Nancy Dorn and Candy Wolff
with
the Vice President's office, deserve our gratitude for all the assistance
they
have given us.
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