What Do Historical Objects

Tell Me?

Guiding Question for Students
How can | detect what historical objects and pictures tell me?

Overview

InWhat Do Historical Objects, Bilidda® will learn how to analyze objects and pictures to gathe
important information about their features, provenance, authenticity, and reliability.

Objectives
Through completion of this lesson, students will:

e learn how to oOoreadd the information provic

e practice their observation skills through engaging with historical and modern objects
« demonstrate their ability to analyze objects by making inferences about the time period
the objects were created, the people who owned them, their uses, etc.

Important Teacher Terms A Note on the Grade Level:
e« Form and Format
« Provenance This lesson can be modified to
« Authentic address the TEKS for gradesl@.
« Reliability Relevant TEKS have been included
» Forgery at the end of the lesson plan.

S in wh

The George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museuni 2011




Lesson Plan Steps:

. ForYour Information: Review the Visual Thinking Strategies ajid
Archival Terms Handouts

. Prior to Class: Arrange the room in a manner that allows all Slident
to see the projector and encourages discussion; write the GUlling
Question across the top of the board

.Load 00Object Analysiso Powe@Po] nt

attached; print notes pages and Slide Questions
.Compl ete the oOoOPractice: Fin@in
.Compl ete one of the oOoOThinki®g
. Have students complete a-grade e | appropri a@e
Activity
. Have students complete the Exit Ticket and share their answ@s wit
the class

For Your Information

For additional information about object analysis and how to include it in
existing curriculum, please reference the following Web sites:

* http://lwww.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/
- http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html

* http://lwww.archives.gov/nae/education/pdf/integrating  -primary-
sourcesinto -the-classroom.pdf

* http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/index.html

* http://lwww.archives.gov/nae/education/pdf/guidelines  -for-using-
primary -sources.pdf
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Practice: Finding Clues

Prepare for this activity by selecting artifacts and photographs from yqur ho[ne, tr

school, a local antique store, and/or the National Archives online publif access si
1. Give each studentadaulled ed copy of OFi ndijng| CI
Clues on Artifactso6 (on the Filnd]| ng
2. To start their analysis, have students treat the Annie Oakley letter op page 4 ac
both a document and an object; ask them what they can learn from|the tfxt an
from the images and markings on the letter.
3. Ask students to detect what historical event prompted Annie Oakley to sgend th
letter and if they think President McKinley accepted her offer.
4. Next, work through an analysis of two or three pictures and objects jwith gtuder
so they can practice the skills they have learned; if the students willlbe handlin
the objects, you may want to consider having them wear gloves.
5. Presentation of the objects could take any of the following forms: passing the
object around the classroom, projection with document camera, setting up
centers, placing objects at the front of the classroom and allowing Studerjts to
walk by and take observation notes, etc.
6. Once students have had a chance to analyze the objects, discuss their finding
making sure to clarify any questions they may have about the procgss.
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