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COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS
WA_SHI‘NGTON DC 20510

. Decernber 21, 2007

‘The‘ Honorable George W. Bush
Presrdent of the United States
L The White House -~ .
, Wash_mgton, DC 20500
Dear M;.‘_»President: -
We are writing to urge you to send forward a formal budget request for the Department of Ba
Veterans Affairs for $3.7 billion over your initial budget request 1in accordance w1th the terms of -

the. Combmed Approprlatlons Act, 2008 (CAA) This level of fundmg is essentlal to prov1de
adequate serv1ces to Amerlca s veterans. . .

As a natlon we are facing a wide range of challenges in meetmg the needs of those who
have served in the armed forces. The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan are creating a s1gnlﬁcant new
a populatlon of veterans. Those who served in earlier wars are becoming older and the1r demand
for health care and other services is changmg and i 1ncreas1ng RN

The Department of Veterans Affairs must rise to meet these new demands Prov1d1ng the -
full level of approprlated funds to VA will ensure, among other things, that the Department will
be able to prov1de timely access to services, furmsh improved mental health services, and ..
develop the needed capacity to handle the massive claims backlog. These concerns, and many
* others facing VA, must be addressed in the coming year, and the full amount of fundlng inthe:
, CAA for VA must be provided as soon as feas1ble SO that VA can take action to better serve our / E
- natlon s veterans young and old e .

We apprecrate your comm1tment to Amerlca S veterans and agaln urge you to send

E forward a formal budget request for the full funding priorto J anuary 18, 2007 We look forward .
" to workmg w1th you in the commg year to advance our mutual goals ' o

R

JOHND. ROCKEIEELLER IV

o S1nc,erely,

DANIELK SKAHA
Chan’man '
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